Mental Health Materials Center (MHMC)
30 East 29th Street
New York, NY   10016
(212) 689-1886

Handicapping Conditions Served: Mental illness, emotional disorders, developmental
disabilities, mental retardation, and deaf-blindness.

Users Served:   Professionals and paraprofessionals in mental health.

The Organization: Since its establishment in 1953, one of the primary objectives of the
Mental Health Materials Center (MHMC) has been to facilitate the effective dissemination
and utilization of educational aids in support of programs to promote mental health and
family life education.

In carrying out the above purpose, the organization has functioned in two primary ways.
First, it has served as a clearinghouse to identify those publications and audio-visuals
which have met criteria of excellence. Those meeting such standards have been
recommended to a wide range of professionals in the health and behavioral sciences field
through a series of Selective Reference Guides. Prominent among materials reviewed have
been educational aids relevant to an understanding of mental and emotional disabilities.

A second major activity of the Mental Health Materials Center has been assisting other
nonprofit agencies in developing effective techniques to produce and market educational
materials. This service has been provided to such agencies on a cost sharing basis. The
Center has also provided its expertise in this area to both Federal and state governmental
agencies. Currently, the Mental Health Materials Center is engaged in services designed to
help other nonprofit agencies to realize maximum potential from their educational materials
with respect to both distribution and revenue.

The Center has recently established a division called the Resource Center for Developmental
Disabilities. This division's areas of activity include, in addition to resource center services,
providing training services to community groups serving the developmentally disabled in
matters related to residential programs, public education, community acceptance, fund
raising and advocacy.

Information Services: Professionals and paraprofessionals in mental health are the primary
target group of MHMC. It will answer some questions for the general public; however,
handicapped individuals are not directly served. Fees are charged for publications and for
most research and consultative services. Organizational brochures are provided free to
professionals.

MHMC's publications include a triannually updated reference work: The Selective Guide to
Audio-visuals and Publications for Mental Health and Family Life Education. To augment
and update the information provided in the Guide, two quarterly newsletters are available
on a subscription basis under the umbrella title Current Information Service. The
newsletters are; Sneak Previews, brief evaluative reviews of all audio-visuals seen by MHMC
staff and advisors; and Best in Print, containing reviews of publications of interest to
mental health educators. A publications catalog is also available.
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